THE DISCOVERY

vegetables. Many members of the Endeavour's crew were
down with the horrible disease, and this rest at the beautiful
island of Tahiti, where fresh fruit was to be had for the pluck-
ing, was sorely needed by everyone. To those rough sailor-men
this Pacific island seemed a little Paradise. The beauty of its
scenery was entrancing to the eyes of men so weary of gazing
across the vast unbroken ocean. The climate was delightful
and refreshing, and the natives were friendly and even
hospitable in their simple way. These South Sea islanders
were indeed a fine race of savages. The men were tall and
handsome, the women beautiful as dusky goddesses, and, naked
though they were, there was nothing in their manners that
could be objected to in such strong terms as old buccaneering
Dampier had passed upon the natives of Australia. It was
with genuine regret that Cook and his crew parted from the
pleasant island and Its primitive people. For some weeks the
Endeavour cruised about discovering many new islands and
groups of islands not previously charted. Then they struck
southwards, and for six weeks sailed steadily across the
Southern Pacific without once getting a glimpse of land At
last the look-out shouted the grateful news, and there away on
the port side could be dimly seen a great range of mountains
lying like low clouds upon the horizon. As they came nearer,
die sun gleamed upon snow-capped peaks and rocky ridges
sloping downwards to great pine forests. It was the first sight
. of North Island, New Zealand, and Cook headed his vessel for
a little cove which offered a safe shelter.

With cheers and cries of joy, the men, stiff after their six
weeks1 voyage, sprang on to the strand, while Cook searched
the land with his telescope. Presently, as the crew were
fitting up a camp and getting their provision-chests on, shore,
they perceived a long line of natives standing motionless on a-
neighbouring ridge, gazing down upon them with the greatest
astonishment, though without any sign of fear. The English-
men returned their gaze with equal interest, and studied for
the first time the characteristics of the New Zealand * Maoris/
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